Approved For Release 2009/04/23 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004001010002-3

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INFORMATION REPORT

This Document contains tnformsation affecting the Na-
tional Defensc of the United States, within the mean-
ing of Title 18, Sections 793 and 794, of the U.S. Code, as
amended. Its transmission or revelation of its contents
to or receipt by an unauthorized person is prohibited

by law. The reproduction of this form is prohibited,

SECRET/CONTROL - US OFFICIALS ONLY 619 463
L] ' 25X1

'COUNTRY USSR (Azerbaydzhan SSR) REPORT
SUBJECT 1. BSoviet Military Activity Aldng DATE DISTR. 10 June 1954

the Iranian Border i

NO. OF PAGES 2
2. Poor Crops in Azerbaydzhan
DATE OF INFO, REQUIREMENT NO. RD
25X1

PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES

This is UNEVALUATED Information|

‘THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARf DEFINITIVE.
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE,
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

|

1. At all Soviet outposts in the Astare area of the Iranien border, the guards con-

ducted

firing practice daily from 0900 hours to 1300 hours. At Astara, the

men practiced whh light machine guns, submachine guns, and grenades behind
the berracks.

2. In the area of the Qermezi post, Soviet soldiers Eraeticed advancing under

fire with cartridge boxes strapped to théir legs.

They received instructions

from their officers. Soviet troops at Kalvaz (sic), in Pileh Rud district,
practiced firing light and heavy machine guns under the supervision of Captain |
Antonov (fnu). :

3. Military activities have been obgserved at Belyssuvar (N 39-22, E 48-22), Garmi
(N 39-01, E 48-03), Azadlu (sic), and Deman (sic). ‘ .

L, About 1 ,000 Soviet soldiers, about 500 of whom were unarmed and the rest equipped

with radios and heavy machine guns, arrived ig the Archevan (N 38-30,.E 48-52)
and SanjJari areas, where they lived in tents.

N ‘

5. Since 1 September 1953, the inspection activities of Soviet officers have in-
creased. Mejor Yulkin (fnu), Major Antushkin (fnu), and Mejor Ivanov (fnu)
inspected Station No. 13 daily.

6. About 1,000 soldiers went to Qernemo (sic), in the Astara district, for meneuvers.

T. Two thousend Soviet infantry and cavalry troops, some of whom were unarmed, were

reported concentrated in the Agters and Kelaputl (N 38-48, E 48-25) districts for

maneuvers. The Soviets moved 10 frontier villages almost 25 km behind the
Demsn mountains (sic). Inhebitents of Damen and Bagram Tepe (N 39-4k, E 48-01
districts were leading their families and herds towards the interior.

the Soviets vacated slx villeges on the border, including
zadlu, leaving behind only six persons, including collective farm chairmen

Bani Yehys and Qari (sic). Colonel Chishov (fnu) of ‘the 43rd Regiment, Military

District 2037 (sic), took the inhabitents to Barshib (sicj possibly Prishibinskoye)

and Damen in eerly August.
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8. Motorized Soviet troops were in Prishibinskoye (N 39-08, E 48-36). The movement
of Soviet motorized troops also increased at the frontier posts of ‘Sheri (sic),
Kalaputl, and Kezel Asar (sic). On 26 August 1953, two Soviet aircraft flew
over Sheri. After passing over Soviet Astara three times, they flew towards
Lenkoran. ’

9. One thousand sbldiers, 400 of whom were armed with rifles and machine guns
and the rest of whom were newly arrived, were concentrated around Alschai

(W 38-27, E 48-4T7). 25X1

11. The Soviets had poor crops in 1953 in the areas of Moghan, Bagram Tepe, and
Deman. In addition, an infestation of rats damaged the harvest.

Comments 25X1

1. GQermezl may possibly be Kermizi (N 38-24, E 48-40),

2. Benjari may possibly be Senjeradi (N 38-28, E 48-48).
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